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• Estate Planning
• Wills and Trusts
• Probate
• Revocable Trust Agreements
• Durable Powers of Attorney

• Living Wills
• Residential Real Estate Matters 

& Deeds
• Personal Injury Matters

The Law Offices of
Jed A. Stabler, P.A.

5405 OKEECHOBEE BLVD., SUITE 202
 WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 33417

(Located directly outside Century Village)

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based 
solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free 

written information about our qualifications & experience.

TEL. (561) 471-7100
EMAIL: JSTABLER@JSTABLERLAW.COM

FREE
CONSULTATION

B Y  M A R K  F R I E D M A N ,  F L O R I D A  B A R  C E R T I F I E D  A S  A  S P E C I A L I S T  I N 
C O N D O M I N I U M  A N D  P L A N N E D  D E V E L O P M E N T  L A W

LEGAL

Before a Storm
Photograph and make a video of 

the exterior of your building. In the 
aftermath of a storm the insurance 
company will know if the damage 
was pre-existing or was caused by 
the storm.

The Condominium Act requires 
that the amount of adequate in-
surance coverage for full insurable 
value, replacement cost, or similar 
coverage for your buildings may be 
based on the replacement cost of 
the property to be insured, as deter-
mined by an independent insurance 
appraisal or an update of a previ-
ous appraisal. The replacement cost 
must be determined at least once 
every 3 years, at a minimum. 

Protect your documents by dig-
itizing them.  Paper documents on 
the first floor, in a file cabinet do not 
survive a flood.

Make sure that you have policies in 
place to require every condominium 
unit to be hardened for the storm. 

Examples would be amendments to 
your documents requiring shutters 
or impact windows.

You should also have a vacant unit 
policy explaining how to handle 
items on their balcony, their shut-
ters, etc.

After the storm
After a major storm comes through 

our area, which may cause severe 
property damage, what should you 
do, and what should you avoid do-
ing?

Once the storm passes, there is 
often a sense of panic and urgency.   
The Board wants to react quickly. 
Public adjusters and contractors 
will descend on the area and try to 
get you to sign up with them imme-
diately, often telling you that if you 
don’t sign up now you will have a 
long wait.  They will often have con-
tracts that are one-sided and more 
expensive than the job might other-
wise cost.  They often have one-to-

two-page contracts with undefined 
terms.  They may also seek an as-
signment of benefits which is gener-
ally not legal.

The first thing you should do, 
instead, is to call your insurance 
agent and then your attorney. 
These should be numbers that you 
have with you, whether you are a 
snowbird Board member who is up 
north, or you are a full time resident 
but had to leave for shelter during 
a storm. Take those numbers with 
you.  You are required by law to have 
insurance coverage for this type of 
event.

If there is significant damage, 
consider immediately hiring an en-
gineer as well. You want to preserve 
the community for the insurance 
adjuster to inspect your claim.  You 
can mitigate to some extent but you 
need your insurance adjuster to see 
the damage. If you allow one of these 
contractors who shows up after the 
storm to remove all of the damage, 

your approved claim may be lower 
than it might have otherwise been.

You should also have your own 
public adjuster on your team review-
ing your claim. This is an insurance 
expert you can hire to manage your 
claim for you.  For clients of Becker, 
we have created a company called 
Association Adjusting. Unlike other 
public adjusters, they provide a lev-
el of care to condominium associa-
tions in keeping with Becker’s long-
standing philosophy of client care.

Mark D. Friedman is recognized 
by the Florida Bar as a Board-Certi-
fied Specialist in Condominium and 
Planned Development Law. This ar-
ticle is intended for educational pur-
poses only.  If you need information 
on the foregoing, please contact your 
Association’s attorney.  Mr. Fried-
man may be reached at MFriedman@
BeckerLawyers.com.

What to do before and after a Hurricane




